
  TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 

June 1, 2022 

6:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Burton led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice 
of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed by 

roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Elisabeth McCartney     
Jason Allen  

Donovan Gardner 
Paul Detrick     
Gaye Burton    

    
Also, present: Mayor David Patriarca, Business Administrator Daniel Hornickel, Solicitor 

Andrew Bayer and Township Clerk Amy P. Cosnoski. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Burton called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.  
 

CLOSED SESSION 
  170-2022 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session – Not Adopted 

 

PRESENTATION 

 
1. Joe Henry, Hardenbergh Insurance Safety Presentation 

 
Mr. Henry advised that as a member of the JIF it is a requirement to have safety on one 

agenda a year and that is why he is here tonight. Stated that tonight he would be going over 
slips, trips and falls because this is number two in any industry. Commended Anna Shaker 

and Michele Brown for doing a great job as the safety committee. Stated that due to their 
efforts the Township received $4,000. Mr. Henry went through the packet he had provided to 
Council. Explained various reasons for increased costs including claims and training. Noted 

some ways to ensure that these things do not happen, including clearing walkways, removing 
trip hazards and wearing the proper footwear. Commented on two claims that occurred in the 

JIF, but not within the Township, that were from falls. Advised on how the JIF can assist the 
Township with addressing safety including training videos and safety bulletins.   

  

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments.  

 

Wayne Adams, Central Jersey Tractor Pull Association – 1. Stated he wanted to provide 
some insight on the proposed tractor parade. Mr. Bayer advised that there would be a public 
hearing later in the meeting but that he could talk if he chose to. Mr. Adams chose to wait.  

 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the 
public.  

 

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the 

Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council Member wish to 

discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the regular agenda. 
 
Council President Burton pulled Resolution 176-2022. Councilman Gardner asked to pull 

Resolution 174-2022 and the Meeting Minutes.  

 

*CONSENT AGENDA  

 

*MEETING MINUTES 

 
Meeting Minutes of May 18, 2022. Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.  

 

 

 



*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
   

   171-2022 Authorizes various routine refunds in the amount of $1,430.00.  

 

  172-2022 Authorizes renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption License.  

 

  173-2022 Authorizes release of Road Opening Performance Bonds posted for 111-113 Split Rock 

Road.  

 

  174-2022 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

  175-2022 Authorizes the Mayor to compromise and execute a Discharge of Mortgage of a UEZ 

Mortgage and Note for the premises known as 371 Lakehurst Road, Block 857, Lot 41 

in the Township of Pemberton.  

 

  176-2022 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

 

a. Purchases over $6,000.00 

 

1. Public Works – Purchase of 5 Front Loading Waste/Recycling Containers from Max-R in 

the total amount of $12,771.50. 

 

2. Public Works – Purchase of Trash and Recycling Containers from Recycle Away Systems 

and Solutions in the total amount of $8,070.00. 

   
 Motion by Allen and McCartney to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. Allen, yes;  
McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

MEETING MINUTES 

 
Meeting Minutes of May 18, 2022. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 
Motion by Allen and McCartney to approve the Meeting Minutes. Allen, yes; McCartney, 

yes; Gardner, abstain; Detrick, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

  RESOLUTIONS 

   
 174-2022 Accepting contributions from various entities for the 2022 Pemberton  

   Township Water Carnival. Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  
 

Councilman Gardner wanted to thank some of the sponsors for the upcoming Water 
Carnival. Commented that this is one of the events we really look forward to. Mentioned the 

names of the sponsors that are listed on the resolution. Mayor Patriarca added that we 
generally budget for all of the events at the Water Carnival and this year’s event has put little 

to no interest in putting floats in. Advised that the responses have been this way because of 
the cost in doing a float with the increase in lumber costs. Stated that our Recreation 

Department has sought out other entertainment for this event and has done a great job filling 
the slots. Councilman Allen requested that the sponsors be sent thank you letters from 
Recreation, Administration and Council. Mr. Hornickel advised that the thank you notes 

have already been prepared and Council could sign them.  
 

Motion by Gardner and Detrick to approve Resolution 174-2022. Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried. 

 
  176-2022 Consents to the appointment of Shayla Steele, CTC, as Pemberton 

Township Tax Collector. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 
Mayor Patriarca advised that our previous Tax Collector had resigned and taken a position  

elsewhere and that the person on the resolution for tonight is a former employee. Advised  
that Ms. Steele had been hired back in 2016 and worked with us until earlier this year.  

Explained that Ms. Steele had come here and taken classes to become a Certified Tax  
Collector and at the time there was no room here for her to move into those goals. Explained  
that after our Tax Collector resigned he reached out to Ms. Steele to see if he would come  

back. Noted that after a few conversations she agreed to come back here. Added that Ms.  
Steele had run the office a few times when the previous Collector was on maternity leave so  

she is familiar with that office and the employees.  
 

Motion by Allen and McCartney to approve Resolution 176-2022. Allen, yes; McCartney,  
yes; Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 



 OTHER RESOLUTIONS 
    

Parade Permit Application (PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED) 

 
1. Central Jersey Tractor Pullers Association, Tractor Ride, various 

roadways throughout town, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm, on July 17, 2022.  

 
177-2022 Concerning Parade Permit Application through Browns Mills for 

Sunday, July 17, 2022. 
 
At this time Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public 

comments.  
 

Wayne Adams, Central Jersey Tractor Puller’s Association – 1. Stated they are looking to 
do their annual parade as an opening to the Burlington County Farm Fair which they do 

every year, with the exception of last year. Noted that they drive their tractors through the 
County after developing a route to be able to safely operate in. Stated that this year the route 
would start at the Fairgrounds and then work their way to Pemberton and Browns Mills and 

then wrap around Mirror Lake and then head back to the Fairgrounds. Advised that this has 
been done successfully for 10 years with the assistance of Burlington County Volunteer Fire 

Police to make sure they have safe operations. Noted that they have tow trucks that come 
with them in the event of break downs. Commented that it has come to be quite the 

Community Event with picnics being held for spectators to watch. Asked if there were any 
questions from the Council that he could address. Council President Burton questioned if this 
was their first time out here. Mr. Adams advised that one of their previous routes came 

through the Borough and out by the College property and out but that this would be the first 
time in Browns Mills. Mr. Adams noted that they like to have about 100 tractors and they 

have never had a problem. Stated that it takes about 10 minutes to clear an intersection with 
speeds of approximately 12 to 15 miles per hour. Councilman Allen stated that it sounds like 

a great event and if it is approved he will look forward to it. Noted that in the Council’s 
package they had received two letters from both the Police Chief and the Fire Chief with an 
outline of concerns about the route. Asked Mr. Adams if he could elaborate on the concerns 

and if an alternate route had been discussed. Councilman Allen advised on the letters with 
both of them being concerned about the route because of the tractors going through a 

residential area.  
 

Bob Lounsberry, Chairman of the parade – 1. Advised that this is the 11th year for the parade 
and that they have been through all of the river towns. Noted the various areas that they have 
gone through in the previous years. Stated he knew that the Police Chief was worried about 

going around the lake because it is narrow, but that most of the tractors are antiques and are 
smaller. Added that when they get to the lake they would slow the parade down from 10 

miles an hour to 6 miles an hour which would take them an hour to do. Noted that they also 
have an ambulance following them. Councilman Allen stated that with these concerns from 

both of our Chief’s, he would like additional information and asked Mr. Hornickel to speak 
on the matter. Mr. Hornickel advised that this group advised is undoubtedly the heart and 
soul of the Farm Fair and we want to welcome them to the town. Advised that the difficulty 

with the proposed route around the lakes is that there are approximately 85 streets and we do 
not have, even with the Fire Police, enough manpower to cover each intersection. Stated the 

various concerns with no parallel roads like the river towns do to be sure that emergency 
services can get to areas in need on either North or South Lakeshore Drives. Commented that 

unfortunately that it is a logistical and staffing difficulty and most of all there is a concern for 
if something should happen, the inability to reach the location. Stated that also with 100 
tractors, there are concerns for people that are not interested in the parade trying to cut out of 

their location into the parade which is a big concern for the Police Chief as he does not want 
resident trying to butt into the parade or worse try to pass the tractors. Added that there are 

no sidewalks in that area and that they will be on the edge of a road with slow moving 
tractors. Explained that the Chief’s recommendation was to have the tractors welcomed into 

town but to have them stop at the bank and then proceed down Junction Road. Noted that 
there were still about 15 to 20 streets off of Junction Road which will need coverage, but 
would be more manageable. Councilman Allen questioned if this route had been discussed 

with the organization yet. Mr. Hornickel stated that he thought the Police Chief had 
mentioned it to Mr. Lounsberry. Mr. Lounsberry advised that he had mentioned it but that it 

removed a third of their parade route. Noted that in the past, they have never had to use local 
Police and every year they have gotten permit for the County. Stated that he is sure that there 

is a concern and that every once in a while there is someone that sneaks into the parade but 
that it really has not been an issue. Noted that in an emergency they can get off of the 
roadway because they do have tractors. Councilman Allen stated that he welcomes the 

parade, but that if our emergency leadership have concerns he personally would not want to 



ignore that. Noted that he would love for them to consider the alternate route and asked for 
the rest of Council’s input. Councilwoman McCartney stated she understands the concerns 

but would like to somehow embrace this event. Suggested that maybe they look at Clubhouse 
and West Lakeshore Drive instead which would still bring them by the lake. Council 

President Burton questioned how this was being advertised to the residents because that needs 
to be done also so they have a head’s up.  

 

Gina Lounsberry – 1. Advised that this would be advertised on Facebook, flyers would be 
distributed and the word would be spread. Stated that they have never had this issue before 

and have always been welcomed into every town as long as they had the County permit. 
Councilman Allen stated that it is not an issue, but a safety concern. Noted that she normally 

calls the Mayor of each town and they say yes and that is it. Advised that she came to the 
Police Chief about a month ago and he refused the route. Noted that all other towns have 

signed off on the permit. Council President Burton stated she also has concerns but that they 
have been doing this for 11 years in the surrounding areas and does not think we should stop 
this for that reason. Stated she does think we need to take the concerns into consideration and 

that our residents will need enough notice. Councilwoman McCartney stated she would like 
to see if there could be a discussion about this and that we should embrace this organization. 

Commented that maybe an alternate route could be discussed. Ms. Lounsberry stated that 
there are 75 volunteer Fire Police that assist with the route. Council President Burton 

questioned if they have ever had any issues in the past, or residents that have complained. Ms. 
Lounsberry stated they have not ever. Mr. Lounsberry stated that drivers have gotten 
frustrated but that is it. Councilman Gardner stated that it looks like South Lakeshore is the 

problem. Noted he loves a parade and he would love to see this go through. Questioned if it 
was possible to make the residents aware. Mayor Patriarca stated they could advertise this on 

TV but that advertising is not the issue. Stated he has seen the parade when they came past his 
house and it is an awesome display of machinery and he loves it and his initial conversation 

was great, they are coming, but when the concerns came about safety, he could not ignore it. 
Noted that yes nothing could ever happen, but it is the two Chiefs duty to review the event 
route and determine potential issues before they happen not just respond when they do 

happen. Commented that this is their professional opinion for this event that this is a 
challenging route to manage and not safe. Noted that Council could allow for it to be held as 

it is up to them. Explained the alternate route for West Lakeshore and Clubhouse. 
Commented he thinks it would be foolish not to listen to the personnel that we asked to weigh 

in on these things. Councilman Allen questioned if the Chiefs could discuss the alternate 
route with them. Mayor Patriarca noted that it had been discussed. Councilman Allen 
questioned if they were willing to take the alternate route. Ms. Lounsberry declined and noted 

that a new permit could not be applied for as there was not enough time and they would need 
to cancel their parade. Councilwoman McCartney questioned at what point they had asked 

the Township. Ms. Lounsberry advised on the process of picking a route and getting it 
approved. Noted that the Mayor had been asked previously and said they could come 

through, but then recently, after it was approved by everyone else, the Police Chief stated he 
could not approve it. Noted that a new permit could not be applied for as there was not 
enough time and the parade would need to be cancelled. Mr. Bayer stated that we have had a 

long standing parade permit process and that this is not just for them. Council President 
Burton stated that the two Chiefs should have been included in the beginning. Ms. 

Lounsberry stated that they have never dealt with this before and followed the guidelines of 
the County because that is what has always been done. Advised that she had to change their 

insurance to include Pemberton Township being covered. Mayor Patriarca advised them to 
keep in mind that the County only has authorization to permit their travel on County roads 
and may give their blessing, but they are only approving County roads and not municipal 

roads. Noted that violations do happen and if they were in Pemberton on a County road it 
was approved but if it was a municipal road it was a violation. Councilman Detrick asked if 

the County application requires them to specify what Township roads you will have to use. 
Ms. Lounsberry stated that the route map Council has is what she had to supply to the 

County plus a total of stop signs, intersections and more. Confirmed that any change would 
require a resubmission to the County for approval and there would be no time. Discussion 
ensued on the process. Mr. Hornickel advised that the Chief would not sign off on something 

without reviewing first and that was what he did. He took a copy went down to the 
Emergency Management Coordinator, who is also the Fire Chief, and they went over it and 

both had the same concerns. Councilman Detrick stated that all 5 Council members would 
love to have this go through the community, but they have to consider these concerns. 

Councilman Allen stated that they are not saying no but just suggesting an alternate route 
over safety concerns. Stated he does not want that to get lost in translation and for people to 
say Pemberton Township does not want them here because that is not the truth. Councilman 

Detrick stated that was correct, but that there seems to be no flexibility. Noted that for this 
particular lake there is a unique situation with all of the dead ends and people can get crazy in 

their cars trying to cut through and get around. Councilwoman McCartney stated that if these 



conversations would have happened in February this could have been avoided and 
unfortunately that did not happen. Stated she hopes that moving forward they could come up 

with an alternative solution. Mr. Lounsberry noted that without the volunteer Fire Police, 
they could not have a parade. Councilman Allen noted two items that stuck out to him from 

the Police Chiefs letter, including serious concerns he has and his belief that the alternate 
route they are suggesting will still be difficult but much more manageable. Stated he believes 

in the safety concerns, but is not sure how the rest of Council feels. Councilman Gardner 
stated he had to agree with Councilman Allen. Noted he would love to see the parade but he 
cannot go against the two Chiefs and their concerns because they see what we cannot. 

Commented that he hoped this could be worked out and hoped that maybe in the future it 
could be worked out earlier with the Chiefs. Mr. Lounsberry asked for a copy of the letters 

and it was agreed they would be provided. Councilman Allen questioned if this could be 
tabled and then brought back to Council if the alternate route could be utilized. Ms. 

Lounsberry commented that if this is tabled the parade would be cancelled because they 
would not have the 60 days they would need for the County. Mr. Bayer stated that if they are 
going to press a vote than it would be a no, but tabling would leave it open and they could 

possibly work with the mayor and the County to get an approved route on an expedited.  
 

Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed.  
 

Motion by Allen and Gardner to table Resolution 177-2022. Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; 
Detrick, yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
  

 ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR 

 ADOPTION 

  
 ORDINANCE NO. 10-2022 Public Hearing held at May 18, 2022 Meeting 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 190 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP  
OF PEMBERTON IMPLEMENTING CHANGES TO THE CANNABIS ZONING 

 REQUIREMENTS TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY WITH THE PINELANDS  
COMMISSION COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

Motion by Gardner and Detrick to adopt ordinance 10-2022. Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Allen, no; Burton, no. Motion carried. 

 

ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 14-2022 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AMENDING CHAPTER 
190 OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE, ENTITLED “ZONING” 

 
Mr. Hornickel advised that as Council instructed him to do, he went back and did a draft 

corrective ordinance and is what is now before Council. Explained that it also addresses 
school busses that people convert for recreational use and to make it palatable they tied it to a 
gross motor vehicle weight rating of 5 or higher meaning it will count as motor home and not 

allow for both a bus and an RV. Added that it also addresses the height issue being up to 13 

feet. Noted that for people with irregular shaped lots, it clarifies that if they have a driveway it 

counts towards the 540 feet. Lastly, it adds a compliance period of January 1, 2023 giving 
people a period to limit these items to 3 on a residential lot. Stated Council has been 

aggressive in not wanting to be heavy handed but to enact ordinances to see how they work 
with impact from Community Development to make adjustments. Stated these adjustments 
cover a number of the Planning Board’s concerns and gives people a reasonable period of time 

to come into compliance.   
 

Motion by McCartney and Detrick to introduce Ordinance 14-2022 with a public hearing to 
be held at the June 15, 2022 meeting. McCartney, yes; Detrick, yes; Gardner, yes; Allen, yes; 

Burton, yes. Motion carried. 
 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on Bill List dated 5/26/2022. 
 
Motion by Gardner and Detrick to approve the Bill List. Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; 

McCartney, yes; Allen, yes with the exception of any and all bills pertaining to the NJ State 
Police or the Attorney General's office; Burton, yes. Motion carried. 

 



SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Nothing to report. 

 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 

Mayor David Patriarca reported: Commented on how well the Fire Company put together 

their 100th year celebration. Stated that they had recognize some of their long standing 
members and did a great job. Stated that Mirror Lake Beach opened up this past weekend 

with a great turn out. Noted that they are expecting a very active year with people coming 
back out and getting involved. Advised that all of the State Parks are open for free including 

Island Beach State Park so go early because it fills up quickly. Noted he was down their 
fishing with the grandkids last night and they caught 7 sharks and they loved it. Suggested all 
enjoy their time outside and use the State parks and also our parks and lakes. Discussion 

ensued on the large number of sharks at the Jersey Shore.  

 

Daniel Hornickel reported: Noted that West End Park specifications are done and he has 

given the Engineer approval to get a bid number from Mrs. Cosnoski to advertise to get a 
company to set the two bridges we purchased and begin the walking trail around Scrapetown 

Road and West End Park. Advised that the Pinelands Commission responded to our Spring 
Lake Beach design and they came back with some comments. Some comments they thought 
were prosperous, but they re-submitted a response and expect to have a reply by June 19th.  

 
Mayor Patriarca added that they had received an additional grant today for Safe Routes to 

School for the sidewalk. Noted that this has been going on for 6 years because of the hoops 
you have to jump through to get the sidewalks. Reminded that these are for Lake Valley 

because they are a walking community to the school. Noted that we have passed up other 
grants over the last 6 years because we were so behind on this grant. Stated that we had 
$256,000 awarded to us which Council will see in a resolution at the next meeting to accept 

the grant.  
 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Council President Burton – Thanked all those that came out including the Tractor Pull 

Association. Stated she hopes that we can work with them in the future. Wished 
congratulations to the Browns Mills Fire Department for their 100th Anniversary. Noted she 

could not attend the event. Mentioned the two Memorial Day services they had at the High 
School and Veteran’s Park both being very nicely done. Will see all in two weeks.  
 

Councilwoman McCartney – Thanked the residents for taking the time to be here. Stated 
that for those of us that have been here for a long time and you drive around and see the sense 

of community, she is appreciative of it. Commented that Council does their best to ensure a 
safe environment for their residents.  
 

Council President Burton – Wanted to give kudos to the Recreation Department for finding 

more sponsors for the water carnival as it is a great help to us.  

 

Councilman Detrick – Thanked everyone for coming out. Noted he is a little disappointed 
that we may not have the tractor pull. Stated he is hopeful and knows he would have loved to 

see it and hopes we can get something worked out.  

 

Councilman Allen – Noted that in regard to the grant for the Safe Routes to Scholl, people 
have until June 9th to express any concerns or ask questions. Commented on the 100th 

Anniversary for the Fire Department and that the party had been postponed that evening 
because sometimes we plan things and emergencies do happen. Noted that a few meetings 

ago he questioned whose responsibility it was to remove old payphones. Stated that in 
addition to the one located at Brothers Diner he came across another one at the Browns Mills 

Gastrol Station. Added that it is just the stand and no phone is in there. Mayor Patriarca 
advised that he had just seen the last one being removed from the New York City. 
Councilman Allen noted that at the close of the last meeting there was an attendee who 

shouted something out and he felt their comment was noteworthy. Advised that they had 
said, between the Administration and Council, everyone is fabulous I am really impressed” so 

he wanted to get that into the minutes.  

 
 



Councilman Gardner – Added that this same resident also had gone on Facebook and gave 
two shout-outs to them in a positive light. Stated that the resident noted what she expected 

going I and how she felt when she left. Noted that she wanted to come for two years but never 
had because she was told that they never do anything and do not listen, but she was pleased 

that she did. Asked the Mayor to explain why the County repairs their roads in a patchwork. 
Mayor Patriarca agreed we have no control over which roads the County paves although they 

do give us notice when they are going to be paving, but it is their decision. Advised that the 
same goes for the roads that they are going to repair. Noted that the roads that they are 
patching like down by the College and by Lakehurst Road are methods that they use to try 

and stay ahead of the disrepair these roads are in. Noted it is a band aid but we do not have 
authority over the County Roads. Councilman Gardner questioned if a stop sign could be put 

on the opposite side of Spring Lake and Route 70. Mayor Patriarca stated that he would 
check with the Director of Public Works who is good at researching these things. Noted that it 

is probable an NJDOT matter to see if it permitted to have one on the opposite side. Stated 
they may be able to have a sign that says “Stop Sign Ahead”. Advised he would check into 
and have an answer at the next meeting.  Councilman Gardner stated if you are not familiar 

with the road you come around and then see the stop sign. Thanked all for coming out. Asked 
all to have a good week.  

 
Council President Burton advised that she would be hosting a Town Hall meeting for the 

Township Alliance Group next Thursday June 9th for Drug and Alcohol prevention, 
especially before graduation. Shared a flyer for the event. Noted this was at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Country Lakes Firehouse. Asked all to have a good night.  

 

 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:36 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted by, 

 
 

 
Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


